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A TRUE HINDU AND A TRUE MUSLIM

Referring to the riots in Ahmedabad Gandhiji said that the
Hindus and Muslims in Ahmedabad had not yet got over their
insanity. Islam meant peace, Hindus claimed to follow the
path of afiimsa. They both swore by God%ut in practice they
followed Satan. The Muslim stabbed the innocent Hindu and
the Hindu stabbed the innocent Muslim. Of the three workers,
who were killed in Ahmedabad some days ago one was a
Muslim, It was a Muslim's dagger that killed him. He was in the
company of Hindus. -No one even knew that he was a Muslim.
One of his companions Vasantrao was well-known to and com-
manded the respect of both Hindus and Muslims. While in jail
one of his Muslim companions went on a fast. There was an
overwhelming majority of Hindus amongst the Satyagrahi pri-
soners. Vasantrao felt that he ought to give his moral support
to the Muslim brother and went on a sympathetic fast. His
senior companions in jail, tried to dissuade him. "Are you
wiser than all of us ? You know the Muslim friend's fast i&
not justified. If it was, we would all have fasted with him.37
His "reply was : "I do not claim to be wise. I prefer to be a
fool I seek your blessings. If this Muslim friend dies in jail
in the midst of all of us Hindus, with what face shall I return
to my Muslim friends outside ? Therefore, I would far rather
die with him, whatever the issue of his fast." Neither died in,
the end, but Vasantrao proved by his action that he was a true
Hindu and a true Muslim combined into one."

Gandhiji concluded by exhorting the audience to cultivate
'that mentality.   He was sure that if they prayed to God to res-
'tore to sanity the Hindus and Muslims  of Ahmedabad,  their
prayer would not go unheeded, but leap across space and melt
,/tiie hearts of the deluded rioters in Ahmedabad.
Panchgani, 21-7-?46
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